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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Status 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment file on 06/1 1/2004, Applicants 
have canceled claims 1-5, 10-16, 18-19, 24-31 and 33-34, and amended claims 6. 9, 
17, 20-23, 32 and 35-37 without traverse for continuing prosecution of the instant case, 
furthermore, added new claims 38-44. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 6-9, 17, 20-23. 32. 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chidlovskii et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,327,590, hereinafter referred as 
Chidlovskii). 



As to claim 6, Chidlovskii discloses a computer program product for use in 
conjunction with a distributed network [e.g., the internets (110. 106, Fig. 1), col. 4. lines 
1 , 8-9] comprising a resource requestor [e.g., the client computer (102, Fig. 1 ); col. 4. 
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line 2], at least one search broker [e.g., the various search engines (20, 80. Fig. 2). col. 

4, line 27] and at least one resource provider [e.g.. the meta-search engine (80. Fig. 2), 
the user / community profilers (60, 70. Fig. 2). col. 4, lines 32-40, etc.], the computer 
program product [e.g., the distributed operating environment system of Fig. 1] 
comprising a computer readable storage medium [e.g., the heterogeneous databases, 
col. 5, line 36] and a computer program mechanism [e.g., the distributed operating 
environment mechanism of Fig. 1, including the application program interface(API. col. 

5, lines 11-14), the Wrapper tool (col. 5, line 15-16), the community administrator (col. 7, 
lines 17-18), etc.] embedded therein, the computer program mechanism comprising: 

a) first instructions for sending a resource query executable by said resource 
requester [e.g., the query (102, Fig, 2) issued by the user(100, Fig, 2), col. 4, lines 1-15 

]; 

b) second instructions executable by said search broker [e.g., the heterogeneous 
search engines, col. 1, lines 47-48] for registering said resource provider [e.g.. the 
heterogeneous information provider distribute over the Web, col. 1, line 51; Note: 
Heterogeneous information providers must register with heterogeneous search engines 
to publish resource information at the Internet], wherein, said registering includes 
storing a list of resource descriptions, associated the said resource provider within a 
database [e.g., the stored meta-data in a set of profiles; col. 5, lines 22-26]; 

c) third instructions executable by said search broker for finding said 
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resource provider matching said resource query [e.g., col. 1, lines 45-56], upon 
comparing said resource query with said list of resource descriptions associated with 
the resource providers [e.g., col. 5, lines 1 1-29]. 

d) fourth instructions executable by said search broker for sending said resource 
query to said resource provider [e.g., the search engine submits the query to the 
heterogeneous database; see col. 1, lines 50-56; col. 5, lines 33-39; Fig. 2]; and 

e) fifth instructions executable by said resource provider for finding resources 
available matching said resource query [ col. 2, lines 49-51 ; col. 5, lines 48-55]. 

I 

As to claim 7, except the features recited in claim 6, Chidlovskii further discloses 
the sixth instructions executable by said resource provider for sending search results to 
said resource requester [e.g. col. 5. lines 19-22]. 

As to claim 8, except the features recited in claim 7, Chidlovskii further discloses 
the seventh instructions executable by said resource provider for finding search brokers 
in said computer network [e.g., col. 2, lines 36-43; col. 5, lines 42-55]. 

As to claim 9, except the features recited in claim 8, Chidlovskii further discloses 
the eighth instructions executable by said resource provider for obtaining a resource 
description [e.g., col. 1, lines 50-56; 80, Fig. 2]. 
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As to claim 17, Chidlovskii discloses a computer program product for use in 
conjunction with a distributed network [e.g., the internets (110, 106, Fig. 1), col. 4, lines 
1, 8-9] comprising a resource requestor [e.g., the client computer (102, Fig. 1); col. 4, 
line 2], at least one search broker [e.g., the proxy server (112, Fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 6-15), 
the various search / meta-search engines (20, 80, Fig. 2), col. 4, line 27] and at least 
one resource provider [e.g., the user / community profilers (60, 70, Fig. 2), col. 4, lines 
32-40], the computer program product [e.g., the distributed operating environment 
system, Fig. 1] comprising a computer readable storage medium [e.g., the 
heterogeneous databases, col. 5, line 36] and a computer program mechanism [e.g.. 
the distributed operating environment mechanism of Fig. 1, including the application 
program interface (API, col. 5, lines 11-14), the Wrapper tool (col. 5, line 15-16), the 
community administrator (col. 7, lines 17-18), etc.] embedded therein, the computer 
program mechanism comprising: 

a) first instructions for registering said resource provider [e.g., the heterogeneous 
information provider distribute over the Web, col. 1 , line 51] with said search broker 
[e.g., the heterogeneous search engines, col. 1, line 47-48; Note: Heterogeneous 
information providers must register with heterogeneous search engines to publish 
resource information at the Internet], wherein, said registering includes storing a list of 
resource descriptions [e.g., the stored meta-data in a set of profiles; col. 5, lines 22-26; 
matching said resource provider within a database [e.g., col. 5, lines 1 1-29]; 
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b) second instructions for sending a resource query [e.g., the query (102. Fig. 2)] 
from said resource requester [e.g., the user (100, Fig. 2)] to said search broker [e.g., the 
meta-search engine (80, Fig. 2)]; 

c) third instructions for sending said resource query from said search broker to 
said resource provider [e.g., the search engine submits the query to the heterogeneous 
database; see col. 1, lines 50-56; col. 5, lines 33-39; Fig. 2], wherein, said sending 
includes selecting said resource provider upon comparing said resource query with said 
list of resource descriptions matching the resource providers [e.g., col. 5, lines 1 1-55]. 

d) fourth instructions for searching said resource provider for local resources 
based on said resource query; and 

e) fifth instructions for sending search results from said resource provider to said 
resource requestor [e.g., the meta-search wrapper scans the HTML files returned by the 
search engine and return to the user; see col. 5, lines 16-26]. 

As to claim 20, except the features recited in claim 17, Chidlovskii further 
discloses the sixth instructions for determining whether said resource provider contains 
a resource associated with said resource query [e.g.. col. 2. lines 49-51; col. 5. lines 48- 
55; col. 8, lines 49-51]. 

As to claim 21, except the features recited in claim 17, Chidlovskii further 
discloses the resource query comprises a keyword [e.g. the user defined key words tj 
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are keywords of user profile which was used as resource query to meta-search engine 
80, Fig. 2; col. 8, lines 35-38]. 

As to claim 22, except the features recited in claim 21 , Chidlovskii further 
discloses the selecting said resource provider based on said keyword of said resource 
query [e.g., col. 6, lines 65 - col. 7, line 6]. 

As to claim 23, except the features recited in claim 17, Chidlovskii further 
discloses the sixth instructions for ranking said search results at said resource requester 
[e.g.. col. 8, lines 26-46]. 

As to claim 32, Chidlovskii discloses a computer program product for use in 
conjunction with a distributed network comprising a resource requestor, a plurality of 
search brokers and a plurality of resource providers, the computer program product 
comprising a computer readable storage medium and a computer program mechanism 
embedded therein, the computer program mechanism comprising: 
a) first instructions for registering said plurality of resource providers [e.g., the 
heterogeneous information provider distribute over the Web, col. 1 , line 51] with said 
plurality of search brokers [e.g., the heterogeneous search engines, col. 1 , line 47-48; 
Note: Heterogeneous information providers must register with heterogeneous search 
engines to publish resource information at the Internet]. Wherein, said registering 



Application/Control Number: 09/866,224 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2161 

includes storing a list of resource descriptions, associated the said resource provider 
within a database [e.g., the stored meta-data in a set of profiles; col. 5. lines 22-26]; 

b) second instructions for sending a resource query [e.g., the query (102, Fig. 2)] 
from said resource requester [e.g., the user (100,Fig. 2)] to at least a subset [e.g., the 
meta-search engine (80, Fig. 2)] of said plurality of search brokers [e.g., the 
heterogeneous search engines, col. 1, line 47-48]; 

c) third instructions for sending said resource query from said subset of said 
plurality of search brokers [e.g., the meta-search engine (80,. Fig. 2)] to at least a subset 
of said plurality of resource providers [e.g., the community document collection (70, Fig. 
2)]. Wherein, said sending said resource query from said subset of said plurality of 
search brokers includes selecting said at least said subset of said resource provides 
from said list of resource descriptions associated with each resource provider [e.g., col. 
4, lines 1-15; col. 18, lines 35-55]. 

d) fourth instructions for searching for local resources based on said resource 
query [e.g., the wrapper used by the meta-searcher that scans the HTML files by the 
search engine and create (or find) an HTML file for local user viewing based on the 
resource query; see col. 1, lines 45-56; col. 5, lines 16-26; col. 6, lines 15-26]; and 

e) fifth instructions for sending search results from said subset of said 
plurality of resource providers to said resource requester [e.g., the meta-search 

wrapper scans the HTML files returned by the search engine and return to the user; see 
col. 5, lines 16-26]. 
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As to claim 35. except the features recited in claim 32. Chidlovskii further 
discloses the sixth instructions for determining whether said subset of said plurality of 
resource providers contains a resource that matches said resource query [e.g.. col. 2, 
lines 49-51; col. 5. lines 48-55; col. 8, lines 49-51]. 

As to claim 36, except the features recited in claim 32, Chidlovskii further 
discloses the resource query comprises a keyword [e.g. the user defined key words tj 
are keywords of user profile which was used as resource query to meta-search engine 
80. Fig. 2; col. 8. lines 35-38]. 

As to claim 37, except the features recited in claim 36, Chidlovskii further 
discloses said selecting comprises selecting a resource provider based on said keyword 
of said resource query [e.g., col. 6, lines 65 - col. 7, line 6]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 38-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Berkley et al. (6.546,005). 

As to claim 38, Berkley et al. (hereinafter as Berkley) discloses a system 
comprising: 

a) a database [e.g.. The AUR database 174, Fig. 1]; 

b) a search broker module to store a resource description associated with a 
resource provider within said database, the search broker to receive a resource query 
from a resource requester, the search broker to select the resource requestor having 
the resource description associated with the resource query, the search broker to send 
the resource query to the selected resource provider [e.g.. Abstract, col. 4, line 30 - line 
61; Fig 1 and associated texts]. 

As to claim 39, except the limitations cited in claim 38, Berkley further discloses 
that the search broker to receive the resource description from the resource provider 
[e.g., col. 11, lines 17-54]. 

As to claim 40, except the limitations cited in claim 38, Berkley further discloses 
that the resource description includes a keyword associated with a resource [e.g., the 
identification information, col. 7, lines 53-56], 
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As to claim 41 , except the limitations cited in claim 38, Berkley further discloses 
that the resource query includes a keyword associated with a resource [e.g., the step 
302, Fig. 3 A and associated texts]. 

As to claim 42, Berkley discloses that the features as claimed, comprising: 

a) receiving a resource description associated with a resource provider [e.g., the 
step 31 1 , Fig. 3B and associated texts]; 

b) receiving a resource query [e.g., the step 31 1 , Fig. 3B and associated texts]; 

c) selecting a resource provider having the resource description associated with 
the resource query [e.g., the step 314, Fig. 3B and associated texts]; 

d) sending the resource query to the selected resource provider [e.g., the step 
316, Fig. 3B and associated texts]. 

As to claims 43-44, except the limitations cited in claim 42, Berkley further 
discloses that the resource description includes a keyword associated a resource and 
each resource query includes a keyword associated with the resource [e.g., the 
telephone number associated with the AUR system; the identification information, col. 7, 
lines 53-56]. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 06/1 1/2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 
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The examiner disagrees with applicant's arguments: 1) Chidlovskii does not 
disclose the elements of or elements similar to registering a list of resource descriptions 
matching a resource provider at a search broker; 2) Chidlovskii does not disclose the 
elements of selecting a resource provider upon comparing the list of resource 
descriptions matching the resource provider and sending the send query to the selected 
resource provider as claimed. 

In response to applicant's arguments 1 and 2 that the references fail to show 
certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., registering a list of resource descriptions matching a resource 
provider at a search broker) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims 
are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). Furthermore, even if they are being claimed, the claimed subject matters are 
clearly being anticipated by Chidlovskii and Berkley as discussed above on record. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 38-44 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan Y Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4016. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Susan Y Chen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2161 



November 23, 2004 
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